
 

Exploration of Age in Their Eyes Were Watching God 

 

Patriarchal thinking states that young women are more desired for their beauty and are 

more valuable because they are seen as being in their sexual and reproductive prime; 

simultaneously, relatively older women are viewed as unattractive. Men, however, go from being 

seen as being attractive to being sexy and increasingly stable. Bell hooks’ Communion: The 

Female Search for Love outlines the way in which older men desire younger women because of 

their youth and the ability to have proximity to it. “I am convinced that older men desire younger 

women in part to siphon off this energy, not to have to deal with its permanent loss in their own 

lives.” (hooks 125) Men desire youth in women because of its sexual association but also the 

glow it casts on their own masculinity. Older men who date younger women are seen as 

inherently more masculine because they won the competition. The relationship itself, no matter 

how bad, and the woman are signals of victory, living spoils of war. Zora Neale Hurston’s Their 

Eyes Were Watching God presents a relationship between a teenaged Janie and an older Joe 

“Jody” Starks. Within their relationship, Jody stifles Janie to the point of her disassociation, in 

attempts to contain her; after twenty years have gone by, Jody has all but sucked her dry of her 

initial innocence and hope. Into their long and tumultuous marriage, Jody constantly chastises 

Janie as she goes into her forties and projects his own insecurities about aging. “Because he 

began to talk about her age all the time, as if he didn’t want her to stay young while he grew 

old.” (Hurston 77) As it becomes impossible for Jody to ignore his impending demise, he spirals. 

Jody deems it necessary to curse her youth as it no longer serves him. Hurston’s dissection of 

how youth appeals to those who lack it mirrors what’s seen every day in popular culture and in 

real life.  
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